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General information

Sonoma Ranch Elementary School

Colin M. Kelly, Principal

601 N. Key Biscayne

Gilbert, Arizona 85234

480.497.9343

480.497.9574 (fax)

http://sonomaranch.gilbertschools.net/

Instagram/Twitter: @stallion_strong

Attendance line:  480.497.9343 #1

Playground opens: 7:45 a.m.

Breakfast served: 8:45 a.m.  -   8:05 a.m.

Warning Bell: 8:05 a.m.

Start Bell: 8:10 a.m.

School Hours: 8:10 a.m.  -   2:55 p.m.

Office Hours: 7:00 a.m.  -   3:30 p.m.

Early Release Wednesdays (1 hr.) 8:10 a.m.  -   1:55 p.m.

Half Day Early Release Hours: 8:10 a.m.  - 12:30 p.m.

Supervision begins at 7:45 a.m.  Students cannot arrive on campus before this time.

Absent/Tardy Reporting: We hope your child will be here every day, however, in case

of an absence or tardy, you must notify the office in advance or on the morning of the

absence.  If we have not heard from you by 10:00 a.m., we will call you. Attendance

line:  480.497.9343 #1
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Tardy/Early Departure

A grade K-6 student will not be considered absent if the student is present at least

three-quarters of the school day. êAn absence up to one-quarter of the school day will

be considered a tardy or an early departure. Five tardies or five early departures will

count as one absence.

Signing Students Out

● For the safety and protection of the child, a student will only be released from the

classroom before the regular dismissal time when the parent comes to the office

and signs the child out.

● Students will not be released on the basis of a telephone call.

● Students will only be released to persons authorized by the parent and those

individuals specifically listed on the Emergency Information Card.

Custody

● It shall be the responsibility of the parent, who has a court order restricting the

rights of the other parent, to notify school officials of the conditions and to provide

school officials with a current copy of the court order.

● In cases in which a person other than the parent has been granted guardianship,

the legal guardian shall be responsible for notifying school officials of the

conditions of the guardianship and for providing school officials with all pertinent

written documentation of changes.

School Communication

The Round Up, our school newsletter, is distributed via a School Messenger, email and

text message early each week, and should be available on the school website. Since we

use a web-based newsletter the correct link will read as smore.com.

The Sonoma Ranch Elementary website is also used as a communication tool.   It should

be the first place you look for information from the school.  It is still being developed, so

if you donõt find what you are looking for please call us!

Each teacher and grade level will communicate with parents using a variety of methods.

School Lunch

Students who choose to use the Districtõs school lunch program may deposit money into

their cafeteria accounts by bringing the money to school or using the online account

(Titan).  They may also buy their lunch on a daily basis. Deposits to cafeteria accounts

may take 24 hours to post.  Gilbert Public Schools participates in a federally subsidized

program, which offers free and reduced prices on meals to students, who qualify, based

on family income. Information and an application are provided to each student. êWe

encourage all families to fill out this form and send it to the school office.   If you send

money to school, please do so in a sealed envelope with the studentõs name on it.
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Assessment of Learning

In order to ensure that Gilbert Public School students are being challenged academically,

their performance is assessed continuously using a variety of measures:

● AASA assessments in grades 3-6

● Comprehensive District Benchmark tests

● Universal Screening tests

Report Cards

● A report cardõs primary function is to communicate in cally



National Elementary Honors Society

● National Elementary Honor Society chapter of Sonoma Ranch Elementary School

is a duly chartered and affiliated chapter of this prestigious national organization.

● Membership is open to 4 - 6th grade students who meet the required standards in

four areas of evaluation: scholarship, responsibility, service, and leadership.

● Students are selected for membership by a majority vote of a principal-appointed

faculty council, which bestows this honor upon qualified students on behalf of the

faculty of our school each May.

Additional Programs for Students

Building Blocks

● Building Blocks is an open enrollment, tuition based program.

● Using our online system, parents are free to create custom schedules that works

for them and pay for only the days that their child attends.

● There are no minimum requirements or set schedules for attending the program.

● Parents can choose from two different time slots; Extended Day 6:30am-6:00pm or

School Day 8:10am-2:55pm.

● Families can tailor their schedule every Sunday to meet the specific needs of their

household. Enrollment in our school year program will also grant you access to

Holiday Camps, which provides care during the times the schools are on breaks.

Before and after school care

• Sonoma Ranch Elementary has a VIK (Very Important Kid) Program on campus.

• Before and after school care is available to all Sonoma Ranch students.

• For further information regarding the VIK Program or to enroll your student,

please contact GPS Community Education at 480-892-9089 or visit their webpage

on the parent section of the GPS website.

Accelerated Learning Program (ALP)

• Students in 6
th

Grade receive pull-out instruction in math and reading/language

arts from our ALP teacher.

• Students in 5
th

and 4
th

grades receive pull-out instruction in math only from our

ALP teacher.  Students in 5
th

and 4
th

grades, eligible for ALP in reading/language

arts, receive that instruction from their homeroom teacher.

• Students in 3
rd

, 2
nd

, 1
st
, and Kindergarten receive all ALP instruction from their

homeroom teacher.

• Referral for evaluation can be made by parents and/or classroom teachers.

• Students are identified for ALP by achieving at a certain level on the Cognitive

Abilities Test (or other state-approved test).

• For further information regarding ALP, contact Educational Services at

480-497-3347.
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English Language Learning Program (ELL)

● The English Language Learning Program serves children who need assistance in

learning English. ê

● Arizona law requires that children with a home language, other than English, be

assessed for proficiency in oral language, reading comprehension, and written

communication.

● Following parent notification, students, who are identified as limited English

proficient, may receive various forms of instructional support on English

acquisition.

Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO)

● Parents/guardians of current Sonoma Ranch Students who volunteer their time to

enhance the school community

● Many ways to volunteer

● More information at https://www.facebook.com/sonomaranchptso/

● Email: sreptso@gmail.com

Student Conduct

Please read and review the Gilbert Public Schools Elementary Family Handbook

available here: GPS Handbooks

Gilbert Public Schools School Rules

• Use equipment properly and safely.

• Walk on all sidewalks and in buildings.

• Follow instructions of all staff members.

• Take turns using playground equipment.

• Stop playing when the bell/whistle sounds and go directly to class or designated

area.

• Use appropriate language and voice volume.

• Remain on school grounds until dismissed or given permission to leave.

• Settle differences peacefully, without fighting, threats, name-calling or put-downs.

• Do not play dangerous games, such as tackle, penny drops, rugby and red rover:

no tag or running games in the sand or playground equipment.

• Electronic devices (i.e., iPods, MP3 players, cameras, digital recording devices,

electronic games, etc.) are not allowed at school. Gilbert Public Schools and its

employees are not responsible for any damage, loss, or stolen electronic devices

nor will school personnel time be used to conduct searches or investigate the

incident.

• The possession of cell phones at school is discouraged.  A signed permission slip is

required for a student to have a cell phone on campus.

Violations of school rules may result in consequences from the classroom teacher and/or

the principal.
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